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After the Eastern Japan Great Earthquake on 11" March 2011 helping
hands were given from all over the world. A team of 63
International Rescuers from Britain was sent out immediately after
the disaster, and a lot of donations were made through many
charities. To show appreciation, and to pray for the early recovery of
the devastated areas, the Eastern Japan Great Earthquake Memorial
Ceremony was held at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew on Tuesday 3™
April.  Two children from the Yamada-cho elementary school in
Iwate-ken, Japan, were invited to the ceremony, and 50 ICBA v :
UK branch children joined the ceremony. They planted a zelkova tree, which is the tree of Mlyagl -ken and
Fukushima-ken, and the same kind of seeds of the Miracle Lone Pine Tree, which survived in the Tsunami,
were donated to the Millennium Seed Bank in Kew Gardens.

ICBA UK branch children put up a big banner displaying their handmade cards to brighten up the
atmosphere, and the cards were given as gifts to the children from Yamada-cho after the ceremony. It was a
very lucky coincidence that the children were chosen from Yamada-cho where ICBA supports its
kindergartens through its Grassroots Support.

The Emperor and Empress of Japan visited London to attend the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Celebrations, and
before the reception they enjoyed a walk in the Kyoto Garden at Holland Park.
500 Japanese residents received the Emperor and Empress at the garden including about 80 ICBA children and

their parents. Mrs. Dunn made origami Mt Fuii with ICBA children. and the children lined up to bresent their
B origami to the Emperor and Empress. The Emperor and Empress then spoke

o Wwith the children.

8 On Saturday 19" UK Branch Manager Mrs. Morishima attended the reception
held at the Japanese Embassy in London for the Japanese residents in the UK.
| She talked to the Emperor and Empress about the Bunko activities including the
Grassroots Support for the Eastern Japan Great Earthquake victims.

The International Board on Books for Young People (IBBY) Congress was held at Imperial College London from
23" t0 26™ August 2012. This year’s theme was “Crossing Boundaries: Translations and Migrations”.

Mr. Takao Murayama, Chairman of the Japanese Board on Books for Young People (JBBY), Ms. Hisako Kakuage
and Ms. Chieko Suemori (all from Japan) attended the Congress. At an early-bird session, they delivered a
report on their support activities for an area in Tohoku devastated by the Eastern Japan Great Earthquake: “For
children after 3.11: Reports from Japan”. Unfortunately the time was limited, and ICBA UK branch could not
take part and give a report. However, Mr. Murayama mentioned our Grassroots Support activities in his
report as we had talked to JBBY about it beforehand. After the session, Mrs. Dunn and Mrs.
Morishima again talked to Mr. Murayama about ICBA activities, and he was glad that he now
has deeper understanding about how we set up our support following the disaster.

ES ICBA UK Branch printed new green folded leaflet for public relations.
The leaflet was handed out at IBBY Congress London 2012 and some other place.
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W% UK Wimbledon * Chiiroba Bunko

Name . Chiiroba Bunko
Leader :  Misuzu Tateishi
Founding .  October, 2012

Age . 3~13yrolds

Family : 6 families about 16 children
Day&Time . Wednesdays (About Twice
a month)

Venue . Wimbledon (at Member’s home)
book

Kamishibai, seasonal crafts, show & tell,

Avtivities . Flashcard, reading,
songs, and hand games etc::* The
aim of our activities is to get our children

read and write Japanese confidently.

PR : We took over and restarted
"Chiiroba

improve the number of children

Bunko" in order to
who are on the waiting list from
the "Suginoko Bunko". With only
one experienced member from the
Suginoko Bunko, we are doing our
best to make ONE. Even though the
ages of the children are from
babies to middle school students,
everyone has a great time during
the Bunko activities. Older children

even help the younger ones by

Visited by UK branch manager
Yoko Morishima

reading books and Kamishibai.

W% UK Nottingham * Hifumiyo Bunko

Name .  Hifumiyo Bunko Book reading, Kamishibai, singing

Leader .  Ayako Gorton songs, and songs with hand gestures
October,2012

Age . 1~4yrolds

8 families (8 children)

Day : Thursday(Once a month)

4 Founding : are the main activities. We also
absorb traditional Japanese culture
Family . by learning Hiragana.

PR : The members are all under five
years old, but they enjoy stories in

Activites . We have started

Hifumiyo Bunko for children who live in picture books and Kamishibai. We are
We hold the

Bunko once a month at the leader’s

Nottingham and Derby. glad to be able to read good quality

Japanese books even though we are

house. living in the UK.

Which book do you want?

g Letter from Indonesia Rumah Kita Bunko New donated Books! "‘E:
EEE Rumah Kita Bunko knew "NPO Everyone's Library" through facebook. As this NPO had an activity of §
@ translating Japanese picture books into Indonesian, Mrs. Takahashi of Rumah Kita Bunko got contact with &
:ﬂ them and eventually received a donation of 20 books. Mrs. Takahashi said "Indonesian translation helps E:
:: our children understand stories. They are more interested in Japanese books now and their self-reading ::
E_., time gets much longer than before." Such a flexible approach will bring out children’s "Feel good" and EE
:.ai build a good relationship between books and them. i
::: *NPO Everyone's Library donates picture books to children in Aceh (Indonesia) as one of their projects. :,i
b http://www.mintosho.org/ We (ICBA) also have our own page on Facebook. Please visit us and click "Like"! &

)


http://www.mintosho.org/
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ﬂl]\ Italy Rome * Olive Bunko The official voice of ICBA
Name .  Olive Bunko We also want to make a place for 3

Leader . Tomomi Sugiyama Japanese mothers to talk and

Founding . June, 2012 exchange information since living

Age . 0~10yrolds in Italy is not always easy.

Family : 9 families

Day&Time : Once a month PR : We get together once a

Activities . Although we are still learning month at a park with ancient
what to do in our bunko, our activities Roman ruins or a cultural exchange
are mainly Japanese traditional songs space “WARAKU”. Our bunko forms
and games, book reading, Kamishibai, from 9 families, 16 children from 0

Origami, and Seasonal crafts. to 10 years old.

ﬂm Australia Perth - Perth Kodomo Bunko

Name .  Perth Kodomo Bunko to read about bananas when picking
Leader .  Kyoko Kawasaki the fruit.
Founding ©  June, 2012
Age . 4~15yrolds PR We started 5 years ago as a small
Family © 4 families+ Guests story-telling group with three
Bananas! Day&Time : Saturdays(twice a children. As children grew so did the
‘ month) / 2~5pm bookshelves. Parents also started

Activities . We read, talk, play, and eat reading storybooks with children.
together. We read stories of the They enjoy the stories they read when
fantasyland, of somewhere far away, they were little children and discover

and of our backyard. It’s a fun to catch new stories.

bugs after reading a story of bugs, and

ﬂa Germany Frankfurt ¢ Furafura Bunko

Name @  Furafura Bunko PR:  Since we have Japanese
Leader . Katsura Nobori backgrounds, we want our children
Founding . June, 2012 to learn, feel and appreciate the
Age . 2~7yrolds Japanese culture as well as to
Family © 4 families understand and  express in Concentration...
Day&Time .  Twice a month on Fridays  japanese with fun. It is our

Venue :  Frankfurt am Main pleasure to get together while
Activities - The main aCtiVity is book raising our children in GermanY.

reading, and along with that, we cook f'ﬁ"
This is handmade picture book. nH

seasonal foods and learn events from “The hare and the fortoise”

each season and also playing with words.
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%ﬂ ICBA REPORTS From Japan

Friday, 10th August —Satoshi Kitamura’s WS at Nikoniko Camp in Nasu

Mr. Kitamura agreed with ICBA Grassroots Support Activities to give
Workshop at Nikoniko Camp for children who have suffered from the
Great East Japan Earthquake in March 2011. These children have limited
opportunities to play outside where they live, due to the radioactive
contamination. Mr. Kitamura showed them his original Kamishibai and
introduced some craft activities. Mr Kitamura gave one of his picture
books “Millie’s Marvellous Hat” dedicating it to each child writing their
name in their book.

=
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Sunday, 1st July —Meeting with Two Bunko leaders from Italy

The committee and Leaders from Ringo Bunko (Mrs. Ramsay) and Olive Bunko (Mrs. Sugiyama) had a
meeting at Narnia Book Shop in Ginza. They talked about recent activities and Bunko management and
other related topics.

Tuesday, 21th August - Read Aloud at the Public Library by Little Indian Bunko & Arc-en-Ciel Bunko

As shown in the picture on the front page, Little Indian Bunko and Arc-en-Ciel Bunko, each gave a Story
Hour at Kawasaki-City Public Library and read aloud in English, French, and Japanese. Children enjoyed
songs such as “Greetings” and “Where is the Thumb?” as well as the picture book called “It is Secret” in
three languages. The idea came true after talking with the previous Head Librarian, who very unfortunately
passed away while preparing this event. Children enjoyed this unique trilingual Story Hour.

Tuesday, 23th October - Bunko Meeting

The committee and the leaders from Little Indian Bunko, Shonan Echo Bunko and Humpty Dumpy Bunko
had a “Bunko Meeting”, to talk about Bunko activities and discuss the next ICBA Festival in January. In
addition, The first “Book Exchange” program was held and English books, which were donated by the UK
Branch were given away.

Tuesday 23™ October - Joined “Miyamae Book and Story Week”

ICBA Committee joined the annual event in Miyamae-ku, Kawasaki-City, “Miyamae Book and Story Week”.
We introduced our organization and Bunko activities with panel displays, and also delivered a report in the
session called “Spread the Circle of Books around the World - The Activities of International Volunteers”. It
was a good opportunity to spread the word about ICBA to the wider audience.

Monday 28" October — Gave a talk about ICBA activities at Jissen Women’s University

As requested by Professor Taku Kobayashi of Jissen Women’s University, one of ICBA Board Members, Yuko
Kaiho, gave a lecture about ICBA and its’ activities to a class on the Librarianship Course. She showed some
pictures from Bunko and introduced related interesting materials to the students.

rd

Saturday, 3 November - Little Indian Bunko joined Kawasaki-City

Student International Festival
Little Indian Bunko children joined “The 28" Kawasaki-City Student
International Festival — Visiting the Impressive World” at the Miyamae
Community Centre in Kawasaki-City. They sang “BINGO” in English with
a dance, which they had been practicing for this event, and sang “Sekai ni
Hitotsu dake no Hana” with sign language.




