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The 39" ICBA General Meeting was held at Tokyo Women’s Plaza on June 19" with Mrs.
Chanthasone Inthavong, Representative of Action with Lao Children as a lecturer (Please find a reports
of her lecture on the next page). At the general meeting, Mrs. Maruyama, Representative of ICBA
gave a report on ICBA activity in 2008 together with its financial report and then talked about its activity
plan and the budget for 2009.  We had two Bunko Reports: one from Mrs. Sakai of Koala Bunko, and
another from Mr. Tetsuta Watanabe, the leader of Melbourne Kodomo Bunko and ICBA Committee
Member in Australia. ~ Mrs. Sakai reported about Mrs. Dunn’s visit to Koala Bunko in March and Mr.
Watanabe told us about the disastrous bushfire in Australia he experienced in February.  During break
time, we all enjoyed rolls and cookies that Mrs. Mai Morioka of Sakura Bunko had baked for the
meeting.  The following is an excerpt from Mrs. Maruyama’s talk at the general meeting.

Dan Bunko was founded. For over thirty years IC bunko has continued, probably because it
has and continues to meet the needs of the time. But we also know that it is only possible with
the tireless effort of mothers and fathers, who have faith in Bunko and pass it on to the next
generation.

E It is ICBA’s 30" anniversary this year. It was 32 years ago when the first IC bunko named Dan
¢l

With the global economic downturn in the biggest financial crisis since the 1930s, we are now questioning
the values and systems we have had trust and confidence in for so long.  The advancement of
communication technologies has led people to rely on the Internet to communicate with others. I believe
bunko, which is a community around books and stories where people communicate with each other
directly, bears an even more significant role than before in this over-stimulated technological society. At
the same time, it may be the time for us to ‘reset’ bunko as well. For everybody to ‘feel good’ about
bunko, we had better stop to take time to think of what kind of future we want for our Bunko. I would
love to hear your opinions and creative ideas. I believe that it is only by sharing ideas with one another
that we can set our direction and goal for our future Bunko.

@®I1CBA Annual Report 2008 has been distributed at the AGM. Please contact us for a copy.

x /@ Mrs. Dunn’s Visit to Koala Bunko (March, 2009)

G- Yukiko Sakai, Koala Bunko
% The day after her lecture for ICBA, Mrs. Dunn visited Koala Bunko. First, she shared the time
with Bunko children reading picture books. = Then she gave parents and the people from the public
about her approach towards language education for children with multi-cultural backgrounds.  She
talked about the roll of IC Bunko, the social change involving children and the rolls these children will
play in the future society. Her talk impressed the audience deeply.

One year ago, I was lucky to hear Mrs. Dunn’s lecture and find that the unique approach of IC Bunko
gives the children not only the place to enjoy books and languages but also the place to richly nourish
their minds.  Since then I have long wanted to listen to Mrs. Dunn’s talk with other members of
Koala Bunko. I would like to thank ICBA and ex-members of Koala Bunko for supporting us to
organize Mrs. Dunn’s special visit this time.

Ian Johanssen, Koala Bunko

% The ideas and stories Mrs. Dunn presented to Koala Bunko was based on her long experience with
Bunko in both England and Japan, she believes that it is very important for children to maintain their
native language skills and cultural identity as well as any new languages and cultures they might
acquire, if they are to become International Children. = Her concept of Bunko aims to create an
atmosphere in which children can feel “at home™ and enjoy speaking to other adults and children while
taking part in interesting activities.

Her emphasis is on patiently allowing each child to naturally acquire their second (or third)
language the same way they developed their first, through games, stories, skits and songs.

Koala Bunko appreciated the chance to hear of Mrs. Dunn’s experiences, and of the movement she
started, that continues to influence our children today.
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Ayumi Hidaka, Little Indian Bunko
The non-governmental and not-for-profit organization, Action with Lao Children and its international
corporation activity between Tokyo and Laos has begun in 1982, under its mission to “build up the
reading society (in Laos) by providing books for Lao Children”. Ms Chanthasone, its representative,
an extremely intelligent lady with a wonderfully charming character and smile delivered her lecture in
excellent Japanese, entertaining us with much humor and wit, which contrasted with her rock solid
determination and the enormous amount of hard work she has done, resulting in her achievements which

are truly impressive.

Ms Chanthasone began her work from her simple wish to ‘give the children in Laos the joy of reading
picture books’. To date her work includes: (Dsending Japanese books to Laos; @ providing
translations (from Japanese to Lao) and including this with the books; ®support publishing of Lao
books for children; @promote training of authors and illustrators for children’s books by opening
seminars by Japanese picture book authors; (®providing and distributing permanent and mobile libraries
to primary schools; ®support the establishment of Children’s Cultural Centres (CCC), where children
can read books and learn traditional music and dance as part of their self-expression; and (Destablishing
and representing English and Japanese language schools, as well as being the representative of Action
with Lao Children.

With Action with Lao Children, Ms Chanthasone has been working tirelessly for nearly 30 years since
its inception. With her tremendous passion, belief and dedication for her cause, she started the
organization from scratch, in the spirit of ‘create if not present, teach if not learnt’. This passion and
sincerity of hers is surely why she is so charming and why one cannot but feel the need to help and

support her cause in some way.

However, even Ms Chanthasone worries about the fact that children these days do not pick up and read
books even if they are readily available to them. She feels this is the negative effect of television and

video games, and I realized that this is a common problem around the world.

Reflecting on Ms Chanthasone’s lecture, I realized how ‘language’ is truly central to a culture. The
form of a language may change subtly over time, but Japanese (or Lao) as our language will never
change, however much the number of people who read it decline. If we were ever forced to stop using
Japanese (or Lao), I imagine that we would loose our cultural identity. I realized Ms Chanthasone’s
activities protects and spreads rich culture through the medium of picture books, just as we do here at the
ICBA.

Her lecture was a great opportunity for me to reflect on the importance and true value of picture books,
languages and cultures, and I was greatly stimulated by her endless dedication. Laos...... One day, I

hope to be able to visit.
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:\\g://y) ICBA’s 30" Anniversary Celebration Event
!

Yoko Morishima, UK Branch Manager
On Saturday 10™ October 2009, children and parents from 14
Bunko of ICBA’s UK branch gathered and had a great time at the
30" anniversary celebration event. The venue was the gymnastic hall
of the Japanese School in West Acton, London. Although there are
22 Bunko registered with the UK branch, six of them located too far

from London and two new Bunko were unable to come. Since there

Sen Yamamoto of DE-E-KU

were no stage facilities in the gymnastic hall, all programmes had to

be performed on the floor. This meant compromising views for the audience. We had to compromise
because it was difficult to find a venue large enough for around 300 people,
including guests, of whom 143 were children. We could use the hall only in
the afternoon because the Japanese Weekend School (Hoshuko) has classes on
Saturday mornings. Nonetheless, with outstanding help from parents,
including British fathers, everything was ready for the 2:30pm start. The large

i e banner of “Congratulations on ICBA’s 30" Anniversary” with children’s pink
Reciting "Jugemu with actress and green handprints was actually made for the 20" anniversary used again by
replacing the 2 with a 3. We are sure it will be of use again for the 40" anniversary by a similar
replacement!

For this celebration, we wanted children to listen to rhythms and sounds of the Japanese language
spoken by professional actors and actresses. Therefore, we invited four actors of theatre group DE-E-KU,
who performed the dramas “Momotaro”, “Sokotsu Nagaya” and
“Jugemu”. As some of the children were familiar with a very long name in
“Jugemu”, they tried to recite it with the performer. By the end of the
event, we were thoroughly entertained and had a great time.

A variety of performances by the children of each Bunko entertained
us as well. They played dramas, sang Japanese songs and recited
“Hyakunin-issu (one hundred waka poems)”. We were slightly worried

because the children, aged from three to seven, had never performed in

Ms Morishima, making an opening speech
Japanese in front of a large audience. However, they proved us wrong

and gave excellent performances. Mrs. Sumiko Clark made a good job of being hostess and amusingly
introduced each Bunko. She is a former Bunko leader and used to be an actress and TV presenter in Japan.
From preparation to back-stage chores on the day, a large ICBA family including former Bunko members
contributed to the celebration. Everyone was happy, and many people wished for a get-together like this at

least one a year.

How and why we invited DE-E-KU
It is still six years before the 30" anniversary of the UK branch. The London branch, which became the

UK branch in 2006, was established in 1985. We started planning ICBA’s 30" anniversary a long time ago
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because we were fortunate to have Mrs. Dunn, the founder of ICBA, living nearby.

For the 20" anniversary, we had “Mari-chan” who was a
popular girl character in NHK’s television programme “Eigo de
asobo (Let’s Play in English)” at our celebration event. We
were lucky to have met Ms. Hisae Nakajima, the producer of
this popular TV programme and a cousin of Mrs. Kalde, then a
Leader of Chibikko Bunko. Ms. Nakajima became a great
friend of ICBA and kindly produced the video recording of the

celebration. This fulfilled our wish to make something to

Radio Taiso by Korisu Bunko

commemorate the anniversary.

For the 30™ anniversary, the event committee members including Mrs. Dunn were wondering if we
could again have some special ingredient in the celebrations. Fortunately, at the wedding reception of my
Japanese friend’s daughter in Florence in April 2008, I first met Mr. Sen Yamamoto of “katari shibai no
kai” (theatre group) DE-E-KU. We talked over prosciutto and Chianti wine. He is a professional actor
performing drama based on Rakugo. I told him that there was a rapid increase in the number of children

who speak more than one language and who have multi-cultural experiences. I said that ICBA has been

iding th. hil ith rtuniti
< <Programme 10 October 2009> > providing these children with opportunities to read

2:30 Opening Speech : (ICBA UK Manger )Yoko Morishima
Introduction of the presenter, Sumiko Clark anniversary the following year. After a while, I had
2:35 Bunko children’s performance

Korisu Bunko / Radio Gymnastic Exercises (Number1)
Komadori Bunko / The Play of Proverbes his theatre group occasionally travelled to the
Hikari Bunko & Kojika Bunko / Recitation of Old Poems

Kazenoko Bunko / Children’s Song “Ki-Risu-Chon”
Donguri Bunko / Song “Gake nno ue no Ponyo” they would be delighted to come to London so that
“Donguri korokoro”

Suginoko Bunko/ Play “Ookina Kabu”

Japanese books and would celebrate its 30
a lovely letter from Mr. Yamamoto saying that as
Japanese countryside to perform for local children,

our children could also enjoy their performance.

3:20 “DE-E-KU” performance #1 Some information and photographs of DE-E-KU

3:40 Interval .

4:00Bunko children's performance were enclosed. In London, children rarely have an
Piyo piyo Bunko opportunity to see and enjoy Japanese traditional

/ Recitation of the Hundred Poems by Hundred Poets
Cibikko Bunko / Song “Sekai ni hitotsu dake no hana”
Kira kira Bunko / Song “Minna tomodachi” event committee made the brave decision to take on
-Kira kira Bunko version
Mitsubachi Bunko / Song "Kokoro yo”
Kozaru Bunko / Play “Ookina Kabu” Japanese embassy was organising the Japan-UK
Aozora Bunko&London Sakura Bunko/ Arugorythm Exercise
4:30 “DE-E-KU” performance #2 “Jyugemu” (together with children)

4:55 Closing speech: (ICBA Honorary President) Opal Dunn diplomatic relations between Japan and the UK.
5:00 Ending

drama performed by a professional company. The

this project. And, luck was with us again. The

150 programme for 2009 to celebrate 150 years of

ICBA’s 30™ anniversary event became a part of it

and so received help and support. It was a good opportunity to introduce Japanese culture through
traditional drama so, apart from our celebration event, we also organised six public performances by these
professionals in Cambridge, Canterbury and London. In addition to 150 children from 14 Bunko, more
than 450 Japanese and British people in total enjoyed these shows by DE-E-KU.

We never expected that this 30" anniversary would develop into such a large event. It turned out to
be a good fundraising opportunity for us. Moreover, it greatly extended the circle of people who

understand and advocate ICBA’s activities, giving us all a great pleasure and satisfaction. (to be continued)
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Humpty Dumpty Bunko
Tana, Yokohama

Thank you, Mrs. Togawa!

Mrs. Yoko Togawa visited Humpty Dumpty Bunko on September 10", We had a
great time with her.

First, Daiki, Birthday Boy for the month had a quiz show and read “America The
Beautiful” by Robert Sabuta. Then Mrs.Togawa played “Blacky and Whity”
using glove puppets she had made and read two fabulous books: “The
Extraordinary Gift” by Florence Langlois and “Yo! Yes?” by Chris Raschka. You
might have heard about “Yo! Yes?” as it won Caldecott Honour Book Award in
1994. The story is about two children who do not know each other but communicate
with simple words such as “What’s up?” “Not much”, and become good friends in

“Blacky and Whity”

the end.
The themes of the day were “Moon” and “Sports Day.” So we played “Sally Go Around the Moon”
and “Ready Steady Go” with Mrs. Togawa. Then she read “Mon Ami la Lune”,
“La Danseuse Etoile” by Andre Dahan, and “Gorilla” by Anthony Brown. YOE
We enjoyed all the books she read for us. Above all  “Gorilla” was best. Ye 5?
We have been already looking forward to Mrs. Togawa’s next visit! “Yo! Yes?” .—5{
(Japanese P6) Chris Raschka Crris Raschke
e — I:I
Semilla Bunko >
Sakuragicho,Yokohama FiesTa di DiSfr'OCCS ﬂ}

On October 17th, we celebrated “Fiesta di Disfraces” together with Centro Cultural de
los Jovenes Latinoamericanos at Yokohama Citizens Empowerment Center in

Sakuragicho. Fiesta means “party” in English and Disfraces means “dress up”. “Fiesta di
Disfraces” is a Spanish version of Halloween Party.

Tamara and children of Semilla Bunko read a picture book, “¢Es hora?” together: the
children repeated after Tamara reading Spanish lines. The story is about a conversation

between mother and child. Then Carmen told a story from Andean area. It is about an

“¢Es hora?”

Marilyn Janovitz instrument called Charango. After her storytelling, we all listened to the music played

by Charango. It was beautiful but sorrowful.

With the economic downtown, many people from Latin America lost their job and had
to leave Japan. It becomes more important for us to create a ‘feel good’ atmosphere at
bunko where children feel secure and confident in themselves and in knowing about their
heritage. (Japanese P7) }’-@'\ .

-9
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M Become an ICBA Member!

The International Children’s Bunko Association (ICBA), as a non-profit organization was founded in
1979 to help with the administration of the growing number of the IC Bunko in different languages in
Japan and now world-wide. At present, there are 11 IC Bunko in and around Tokyo in English, French,
and Spanish and 30 IC Bunko outside Japan (England, America, Australia, Germany, France, China,
Brazil and Indonesia) in the Japanese language.

New members are welcome. We are offering various programs for the general public.
Yearly Membership Fees:
General members: ¥1,500/ per family
Individual Support Members: ¥3,000/ per person
Organization Support Member: ¥10,000/per unit  (Fiscal year June to May)

Members will receive an ICBA newsletter and lecture or workshop information with a discounted price.

ICBA International Children’s Bunko Association
For inquiry: Email icba@g00.itscom.net TEL & FAX 81-45-903-1744
Postal address: 1-1, Kaguragashi, Shinjyuku-ku, Tokyo 162-0823, JAPAN

ES ICBA @ NOW AVAILABLE!

Committee Members

ICBA 20" Anniversary DVD

Honorary President: ~ Opal Dunn Bilingual in English and Japanese ¥ 1 0 0 0
Representative ICBA:  Akie Maruyama icba@g00.itscom.net / Attn: Keiko Masuoka
Secretary: Keiko Masuoka

Treasurer: Ayako Ohtaki Contact us to meet'
Creative Music Director: Mickey Shiomi 25

If you have any plans to visit Japan or to
return to Japan. Please contact us! Let’s
exchange our thoughts.

Overseas Bunko Coordinators:
Eriko Matsunami, Sumiko Akimoto

Public Relations:  Yuko Kaiho icba@g00.itscom.net / Attn: Eriko Matsunami
Overseas Committee member Australia:

Tetsuta Watanabe Join us on ICBA mailing list!
UK Manager:  Yoko Morishima icbha@g00.itscom.net / Attn: Yuko Kaiho

Further Information about ICBA on web

International Children’s Bunko Association web: http://home.n03.itscom.net/icba/
ICBA UK Branch web: http://kodomobunko.org.uk/index.php
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