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The 44™ ICBA General Meeting was held at Tokyo Women's
Plaza in Aoyama Tokyo on June 30th. Members from Little
Indian Bunko, Humpty Dumpty Bunko, Marronnier Bunko,
Arc-en-ciel Bunko, former IC Bunko members, supporting
members, and others who came back from overseas
gathered in this annual meeting which was very meaningful.
; In the first half of the meeting we looked back and reported
Pz pe. % on 2013 activities and finance. In the second half, we tried

something new which was to watch a documentary video followed by group discussions. The video was
from a television programme on the growth and communication of babies broadcast on NHK (From
“Akachan -seichou no fushiginamichinori” EAN4988066154232). After the group discussions, 6 speakers
from each group shared opinions and comments. The discussion led us to 2 points: direct (as opposed to
indirect) contact is crucial to babies’ growth and development; and communication (especially face to face
communication) is an important medium for stimulation. Hearing the opinions of others’ helped us discover
new ideas for Bunko activities. The trial of this new initiative to introduce a video during the meeting went
very well as a first time experience.

If you look for “The linguistic genius of babies” (by Patricia Kuhl) on TED.com, you will get a feel of the NHK
program. Patricia Kuhl is co-director of the Institute for Brain and Learning Sciences at the University of Washington.
Appearing in the NHK program, she says that social interaction is essential for a baby’s learning process.

o]

“Talk with Tetsuta” was held at Katsura Bunko in Ogikubo Tokyo on November 6™. Katsura Bunko was opened
in 1958 by Momoko Ishii, children’s book author and translator, who started the Bunko for her research. After
she passed away in 2008, the bunko has been managed by Tokyo Children's Library. It was reopened following
refurbishment in April 2013, and amongst other rooms, now has an exhibition space and a private book room
housing the books written or translated by Momoko Ishii, as well as a section for books by Shigeo Watanabe,
an author and translator of children’s books who worked in the same period. At the time of our visit, there was
a mini-exhibition “Shigeo Watanabe’s work” in the exhibition space, and Tetsuta Watanabe, son of Shigeo
Watanabe and leader of the Melbourne Kodomo Bunko, recalled episodes with his father and Momoko Ishii as
we visited each room with a guide from Tokyo Children’s Library. After the tour, Tetsuta Watanabe spoke about
his latest book “The Koala’s Christmas”, a story about Christmas in Australia.

Many of us in attendance were interested in how the '
book highlights differences in cultures around the world.

He then went on to introduce the activities of Melbourne
Kodomo Bunko, and how they do not have a “Japanese ,
only” rule but instead try to create many opportunities for |
children to come into contact with Japanese through fun |
activities such as cooking and camping, so that they are

reminded of Jananese when thev recall sood memories.

A reminder of the historic link between Katsura Bunko :
and the ICBA can be found in the opening comment for a . & &
1997 ICBA Newsletter, in which Momoko Ishii wrote of a 3
visit by Mrs Dunn to Katsura Bunko in around 1977.

Tetsuta Watanabe introduced his book

ICBA Newsletter No.75
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W% UK Hampshire + Akebono Bunko

Name: Akebono Bunko
Leader:
Founding: April, 2014

2 years old+ (Under 2s also accepted)

Ayako Uki-Eagleton

Age:
Family: 15 families
Day & Time: Last Sunday of every month

Activities: Akebono Bunko incorporates lively
activities including Radio Taiso (3mins exercise),
self introduction with seasonal themes and craft
making, as well as book reading and Kamishibai
plays
traditional

(picture show). We also emphasise

events and festivals, which are
explained with pictures and illustrations and
presented as a participative experiences
(including foods). We strive to impart a genuine
Japanese cultural experience to our children as
much as possible despite their living outside the
country. Recently, we have sought to delegate

responsibilities of quite a few activities to our

W 2z oy evE

Name: TEXE

Leader: XEHEFEHF
Founding: 20114 11 A 19 H
Age: 1m~117%

Families: 17 ik
Days & Time: A E 2N
Venue: RINKERE

Activities: FIFMAEEXFNEE »HEELT
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AR B &% RIBE ).
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members, so everyone contributes!

PR:As a group, this is our first experience running
an organisation for children. Also located in
Hampshire, there are relatively few Japanese
families. That is why we would like to interact with
other Bunko to share ideas or organise events
together. If interested, please contact:

Akebono.bunko@gmail.com

Craft time is interactive
and fun!

Once we understand the meaning of
lyrics, we all sing the rhyme song!

EEIRERA K EE A B AEETHE, URABSEA
FEREN.

PR: LIEEHEREAETAINBERARKSENE
g, RatmmxaAFTANFESCR EEllt
mALEARE, EFRANEREST, NEENEET
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[ﬂ Canada Banff *+ Grizzly Bunko

Name: Grizzly Bunko

Leader: Midori Barczewska -
Founding: May, 2014

Age: 1~3yrolds
Family: 7families
Day & Time: Saturday(1~2 a month)
Activities:We currently focus on reading
Japanese books and offering opportunities
for the moms to socialize once or twice a
month, and are looking to adopt more of
the Japanese nursery rhythms, traditional
children’s plays and the seasonal events
both in Japan and Canada in course of time,

hoping to have more families involved in our

The official voice of ICBA

0 ICRBA\

PR:Our Grizzly Bunko has been

established by 6 voluntary families

Can you sit still

heritage sites tucked in the
magnificent Canadian Rockies.

We wish to have our Japanese
roots planted in our children’s

spirit being in a neighborhood

which aims to have human beings
co-habit with wildlife such as

Grizzly Bears.

&

Everybody pciked

activities a favourite book.
W Suisse Bienne * Azuki Bunko

Le nom : Suisse Azuki Bunko

Leader: Kazuyo Hanaoka

Founding: Septembre, 2014

Les jours pour les enfants scolaires
(fev/apr /jui/aut/oct/dec) 14 :00-16 :00

Les jours pour les enfants préscolaires
(jan/mar /mai/jun/sep/nov) 9 :00-11 :00

Activities & PR: Le but des séances est d'offrir
aux enfants résidant a Bienne etdans
les environsune rencontre avec le monde mer
veilleux de la littérature enfantine japonaise.
Nous pratiquons la lecture a haute voix, nous
racontons des histoires et présentonsdes
des livres que les enfants aiment et qui s’accor
dent avec lessaisonset les fétes de la
culture japonaise.
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Les enfants ont
présenté leurs

livres favoris.

"Quel animal
souhaiteriez
vous distinguer dan
s la pleine lune?"

"Voila ! Ce sont nos animaux
préférés !"



International Children’s Bunko Association since 1979

e
”Narnia Bookstore” one of the best bookstore for children in Tokyo

Kyobunkwan, the parent organization of Narnia-koku (Kyobunkwan
Narnia Bookstore) is a Christian publishing house and bookstore founded
in 1885 (its Ginza store opened in 1891). Narnia Bookstore opened in
1998 as a specialist bookstore of children’s literature, and has been in its
current location on the 6" floor of the Kyobunkwan building since 2004.

Book selection

All books sold at Narnia Bookstore are chosen by trained professional
staff. They choose long-selling stories that are loved by many children,
so buyers can be confident in the choices they make.

Kind assistance

Narnia Bookstore is a great place to select children’s books. The store
has tables and chairs so customers can take time over their book
selections, and staff are on hand to listen to customer’s needs and
give advice.

Special Events

Narnia Bookstore hosts lectures by editors, authors and translators, as
well as book readings , book-talks, storytelling, and displays of original
illustrations and artworks.

*|CBA committee members often meet with overseas IC Bunko members at
Narnia Bookstore, so please feel free to contact us.

Summer 2014,
Olive Bunko(Roma) and
Soramame Bunko(Boston)

April 2014, Book-talk
by Toshiaki Shibata
(former manager of ITOCHU Foundation)

Title:
Yama no Kodomotachi @ My Bookshelf
Author: Momoko Ishii
Illustlation: Here are two book recommendations made by Mrs.
Beniko Fukazawa Kawabe, Narnia-koku store manager, selected from
Publisher: lwanami-shoten the works of Momoko Ishii, distinguished author and
(1956) translator of children's books.
ISBN:978_4001151169 .IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

Kyobunkwan Narnia bookstore
Title: The Hundred Dresses

Author: Eleanor Estes
Illustlation:

Louis Slobodkin
Translator: Momoko Ishii
Publisher:

Iwanami-shoten (2006)
ISBN: 978-4001155792

6F Kyobunkwan building, 4-5-1 Ginza,
Chuou-ku, Tokyo

Shop hours 10 : 00~20 : 00 Mon-Sun

TEL: 03-3563-0730 FAX: 03-3561-7350

mail: narnia@kyobunkwan.co.jp

http://www.kyobunkwan.co.jp/narnia/

Tetsuta&Chaco’s new book was published ,
Japanese Title:

“The Koala’s Christmas” © L UEESS | Koara no Kurisumasu
Christmas comes in the summertime in Australia. One * '

day Koala receives a letter from Santa Claus asking for
help. Koala and his Australian animal friends; wombat,

Author: Tetsuta Watanabe
Illustlation: Chaco Kato

kangaroo and emu, get together to figure out how they - Puinsher_:

will deliver presents to the children in Australia. e Fukuinkan-shoten
This picture book is a fun and enjoyable way to get an V (10/2014)
insight into different climates and cultures. e ISBN978-4834081282
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