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Mrs. Dunn visited 4 domestic Bunko and Mr. Tadashi Matsui(Fukuinkan
Shoten Publisher’s Senior Advisor), met Mr. Satoshi Kitamura(children’s
picture book author and illustrator) during her staying from March 2
to 19", 2013. She also gave a speech at ltochu Memorial Foundation
Award Ceremony. The picture on the right was taken at Shonan Echo
Bunko. Once Mrs. Dunn sat down and launched into a reading session,
children couldn’t take their eyes off her and their faces were filled with
smiles. At snack time, Mrs. Dunn talked to mothers and gave clear
advices on their concerns and questions. Her positive thinking and
passion about Bunko seemed to inspire mothers an infectious
enthusiasm to engage in reading with children.

On March 4, a luncheon with Mrs. Dunn was held at Restaurant Tani inviting ICBA friends and OG. Mrs. Dunn
talked to them about the ICBA UK branch, which celebrates its 30" anniversary, and its 33 Japanese bunko in

UK. And then Mrs. Yamanouchi, one of the founding
members, and Mrs. Nagamori, the former representative
of ICBA, talked about the memories of the old days
worked with Mrs. Dunn at Dan Dan Bunko. Indeed,
there have been many changes in the last 30 years.
Listening to the speeches and meeting many familiar
faces after so many years, we were convinced that Bunko
would have an even more important role in presenting
books and providing opportunities to talk with children.

%’ ICBA REPORTS From Japan

Jan 27" ---Bunko Festival was held at Yamanouchi District
Center. Four IC Bunko (Humpty Dumpty/Little Indian/Shonan
Echo/Arc-en-ciel) got together and all the Bunko did their
own uniquely fabulous performance. And then we struggled
through a guessing game of national anthem which Mickey
and Mrs. Matsunami from ICBA board members played. The
festival was rounded off by them who accompanied everyone
as they sang songs.

July 30* ---Storytime in English, French, and Japanese by Little Indian and Arc-en-ciel Bunko at Aso Library in Kawasaki
City. They read a picture book called, “Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See?” in 3 different languages.
September 27" ---IC Bunko Meeting was held and Bunko members exchanged information about their activities and
ideas and discussed about next Bunko festival in February. We had great news from Marronnier Bunko, which has not
been active for a while, about restarting their bunko activities.

October 20" ---ICBA joined the annual event in Miyamae-ku, in Kawasaki City, “Miyamae Book and Story for a Week ”.
Ms. Nanami Akimoto, a former bunko member, read picture books and Humpty Dumpty Bunko children did storytelling
for the audience who are not IC bunko but neighbor bunko members and families.

November 23nd ---ICBA board members had a flea market and read aloud in English for children at the 9" Aoba city
Festival. It was a good chance for us to introduce ICBA to the wider audience. Humpty Dumpty Bunko read picture books
and Ms. Nishida from ICBA board member did an interactive storytime in English.
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ﬁ% UK Claphum * Takenoko Bunko Junior

Name: Takenoko Bunko Junior PR:
Leader: Hamilton Kaoru
Founding: April 1st, 2013
Age: 0~4yrolds

We believe that understanding
one's roots is a key for the Bunko

children in multicultural

Family: 6 children /8 families environment to establish one's

Day & Time: Wednesdays, 10am-2pm identity in the future.
Venue:At Church in the North of London

with Japanese play group.

[Storytime]
Can you sit still and

When they learn
listen to stories?

Japanese
language, its culture, life style,
nature, songs and other things,
Activities: Programs includes storytelling,  we think that the most enjoyable
songs, seasonal crafts, and games, besides way for them is to learn from
DVD, and

Kamishibai. We also celebrate Easter,

borrowing picture books, picture books. We aim to provide

a fun environment for children to

Halloween, Christmas, and other English  absorb and communicate

holidays. naturally in Japanese.

W% UK Cambridge *+ Shirasu Bunko

Name: Shirasu Bunko PR:
Leader: Emi Godon

Founding: May, 2013

Age: 0~9yrsold

Families: 16 members 12 families

Days & Time: Saturdays 11:30am-1:30pm

Shirasu Bunko started in May, 2013 at the
library, inside of Kaetsu Center which is located in
Murray Edwards College in Cambridge. The center
offers both Japanese and English educational and
cultural exchanging opportunities. The origin of our

Bunko name came from our wish that our children
Activities: We plan a monthly theme
considering Japanese holidays and seasonal
events. Along the theme, we select picture

will be encouraged and competed each other to work

hard like a small white marble in the white sand. We

books to read, Kamishibai, arts and crafts, and
related activities (Ex. Read aloud Chinese
poems in both Chinese and Japanese, Karuta,

also wish our children to grow up internationally who
keep their spirits like Jiro Shirasu who studied at

Cambridge Univ., and who was called “The only

and Radio Taiso). We also provide
opportunities for Bunko parents to exchange
helpful information and for their children to
absorb Japanese while having lunch together.
We give out both Radio Taiso and library cards
to a new family who became our Bunko
member. When both cards are completed,
member will get a special sticker as a prize. At
the end of the Bunko activities, we clean the
place.

Japanese not obedient.” by the occupation forces.

Radio Taiso!

She read a story for us!
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ﬂ[l Italy FIRENZE*= Mamma Bunko

Name: Mamma Bunko
Leader: Junko Matsui
Founding: Spring 2012
Age: 2~7yrsolds
Family: 7families
Day & Time : Thursdays, in the borrow one of its rooms for the

members increased, a bigger
space was needed. We talked to
our neighbourhood recreation

center and we were able to

afternoon Bunko space. Every other month, ' Tanabata Origami Workshop
Activities : First we read some we have open house for children

picture books and then play
Japanese activities like Karuta and
Origami. We hope that the parents
can enjoy those activities with
their children naturally rather than
teaching them.

PR: When we started Bunko, we with cans and more popular
got together at one of the activities.

members house but when our

who come to the center to offer
opportunities to learn some
Japanese cultures. During the
open house, we provide seasonal
events, origami workshop, crafts
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Books of Interest B &
@ Choju Giga and Hokusai’s Mt. Fuji
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These books are large-format picture books on the subject of renowned /
Japanese classical art. Choju Giga(The Scroll of Frolicking Animals), produced |
in the 12™ century by a Buddhist priest Toba Sojo, consists of a series of drawing vividly depicting
monkeys, hares, frogs and other animals behaving like human beings. The brushwork is masterly and
the pictures delightful. The original scroll has only pictures and no text, but this book adds a simple
storyline with English translations.

Hokusai 5 Mt. Fuji tells how Katsushika Hokusali, the genius ukiyo-e artist of the late Edo Period, was
fascinated by Mt. Fuji and produced more than 150 views of the Mountain. It has beautiful reproduction
of the prints, some from the famous Thirty-SixViews of Mt. Fuji and some from the hardly-known One
Hundred Views of those of Mt. Fuji, all in most ingenious compositions.

His works together with those of other ukiyo-e artists had great influence on
the Impressionist and Post Impressionist artists.  The books are primarily
intended for young readers, but can be fully enjoyed by anyone and with an
English translation by Hisaaki and Reiko Ymanouchi, with Patrick Carey as
supervisor, by non-Japanese readers as well. Published by Hakugado(Tel:
03-3950-8699). They are priced ¥2000+tax. For further details please
contact Reiko Ymanouchi(alis-jp@mwa.biglobe.ne.jp)

(By Reiko Yamanouchi)




International Children’s Bunko Association since 1979

The official voice of ICBA

Mr. Tetsuta Watanabe invited ICBA board members to his late father, Mr. Shigeo
Watanabe’s house one day in September, 2013. There are many original
translated drafts, materials for books, pictures, and letters from children’s book
authors, illustrators and publishers at his studio. It was filled with passion and
sprits of Mr. Watanabe who devoted his whole life to his works in children’s
books and literature.

We are very pleased to announce that Mr. Tetsuta Watanabe and his family offered to donate
the books from “Watanabe Shigeo Library” to all IC Bunko. The Books with lovely logo
stickers, Mrs. Chako Watanabe created will shortly arrive at your bunko. We hope you enjoy

Message from
Mr. Tetsuta Watanabe
of Melbourne Kodomo Bunko

I am very happy to send out books of Shigeo Watanabe,
my father, children’s author/translator, to IC Bunko

in the world. He believed that telling stories and

reading beautiful picture books to children can help
raising their hearts like a green forest.

He had published about 300 children’s books in his life. It might be irregular occasion;
however I would like to keep contributing his books to ICBA for IC Bunko. I pray for each
Bunko to be filled with laughter, dream, and happiness.

The 43" ICBA General Meeting :
and Talk Event by Mrs. Togawa o

We held the General meeting on Friday, July 9",
2013 at Tokyo Women'’s Plaza. IC Bunko members,
OG, and supporters joined the meeting to share
ideas and reports with us. After the meeting, Mrs.
Togawa, who is our support member, gave a talk
about her memories and experiences of picture

books and shared how to read them in English to : M.eetlng :
children. :  with overseas Bunko members

@

ICBA board members had a chance to meet Mrs.
Momota from Nobinobi Bunko of UK and Mrs.
Hisamoto, a former Nobinobi Bunko advisor on
Sunday, March 27. We also met Mrs. Kondo from
Ringo Bunko and Mrs. Sugiyama and Mrs. Matsui
from Olive Bunko of Italy on July 21* at Narnia
Children’s Bookstore in Ginza, which specializing
in Children’s literature.

Leo Liowni

A Color of His Own




